2          MONOTHEISM OF HINDU RELIGION

are all afraid of the one supreme being. This has to be emphasised.
This is the key-note of Hinduism. Hinduism that way is the most
monotheistic religion (though it is a tolerant religion allowing
people to worship in their own way). The unity and the mono-
theistic character of Hinduism are maintained throughout. That
which is mentioned as enjoyment and paradise of the senses is
only a few degrees above human enjoyment. On the other hand
he who is not affected by passion and who has got pure conduct
is blessed.

A human being as said in the Taitreya Upanishad is one who
is healthy, strong and youthful on this earth. Manushya Gandhar-
vas are 100 times happier than human beings. Deva Gandharva's
happiness is 100 times more than that of Manushya Gandharvas.
The happiness of the pithrus (or manes) is 100 times that of Deva
Gandharva. Unclassified Devata5 s happiness is 100 times that of
Pithrus. Classified Devata's bliss is 100 times that of unclassified
Devata. Indra's happiness is 100 times that of Karma Devata.
Prajapathi's bliss is 100 times that of Indra. Brahma's happiness
is 100 times that of Prajapathi. The good man who has no desires
and is of pure conduct can attain Brahmananda. Therefore, the
paradise of the senses is a fallacy. Heaven could be attained by
meditation and pure conduct and not by aspiring for enjoyment.
This should not be confused with worship for some particular
purpose which is referred to in the Bhagavatham. In theBhaga-
vatham worship for attaining certain purposes are referred to in
the III Chapter of Skanda II but it is said in the last sloka of that
particular portion that whether you have got wishes to be gratified
or not you have to worship the Supreme being for the attainment
of salvation.

But in Vedanta, Atman stands for 6 Spirit within man' and
Brahman for ( Spirit behind the universe/ and the whole trend
of Vedanta is to establish the unity between these two. The Atman
has been spoken of as the only principle of Intelligence within
man, and here it is asserted that this Atman alone is Brahman/the
Spirit behind the universe, and not the extra-cosmic Deities and
their symbols that ignorant people worship. The wise man relin-
quishes both joy and sorrow having realized, by means of medi-
tation on the inner self, that ancient effulgent one, hard to be seen,
subtle, immanent, seated in the heart and residing within the body.